‘RUGGED’ 1968 BARRACUDA LOGS
NEARLY 500,000 MILES WITH AMSOIL

Ettor's Notor Much of this story first appaared in Homming's Clessic Can Movamibar 2070, § sas writlan by Richand Lontinelo, edidor in chiel, and is exooplod by panmission

Dealer Phil Garner of Hopewell Junction,

Mew York gtill drives the Plyrmouth
Barracuda he purchazed new in 1568.

hore remarkable, the car runs on the
orginal engine. In August 2010 the
odometer read 438,000 miles.

Garmer 2aid the reagon the engine has
lasted mearly a half-million miles without
requiring any major work other than a
valve job i becauze he has been uszing
AMEOIL gynthetic il zince the mid-
18702, °| underastood AMEOIL was one
of the best producte out there,” Garner
zaid. "It zeems to be true becauze

the ineide of the old 318 {cubic inch,
W-8) =till looks clean, with no wamish or
sludge anywhers.”

He uzes AMEOIL 20W-50 Synthetic
Premium Protection Motor Qil (ARO). He
relies on AMSOIL Severe Gear® Syn-
thetic 78W-140 Gear Lube (SVO) for the
four-epeed franemission and differential.

Garner zaid the car's quality conetruc-
tion coupled with conzizgtent main-
tenance have kept the car running
smoothly.

“Miot much has gone wrong with the car;
it just keeps on running. | just keep after
thingz.” he zaid. °| change the coolant
ever year, and every 100,000 miles, |
automatically rebuild the carburetor

and hawve a loeal electric-motor regair
shop replace the brushes in the
alternator; at the same miles, | replace
both the water and fusl pumps o
prevent breakdowns. At about

350,000 miles, | replaced the timing
chain and performed a valve job. The
brake rotorz hawve been in the car for

42 years now, but the rear drume have
been changed once and the lower ball
jointz hawve been replaced once, too,
although | did have to change the clutch
three times.”

Tough Milez for Family Car

The car has not been coddled in ite
long life. Phil and hiz wife, Ellen, lowe
o see the country's beauty and started
fraveling in the convertible in their 20s.
They've driven it through 489 states and
every Canadian province.

The Gamers like the outdoors, 2o along
with their children they hauled a camper
and boat, gometimes as much az 3,500
pounds. 1 have ahways loved to drive
the Barracuda,” Garner =aid. “it's not
new, and today it could use some front-
end work, but the car =till pazzes state
inzpeotion every year. The shifting iz a
little eloppy compared to modenn cars,
but itz OK. k still handles well,

and iz great in the turns. | feel

zafe in the Barracuds; ite a

rugged oar.” -

Preventing rust haz been the ]f
greateet challenge o preserving i
the car's originality, acoording
o Garner. He uses AMSOIL
Heawy Duty Metal Proteoior
(AMH). "Itz like a wax; it never
really hardensz and iz great for
undercoating,” he said.

°l go over the car every year

looking for spote that need a touch-up;
epedial attention iz given to the brake
lines.”

It was treated with a rust-proofer in the
1870z, he said.

“Mowadays, | alwaye fry to keep it clean,
waxed and greased, and | never drive it
too hard.”

“What | like most about the oar is its
hizgtory of being our family car,” Garner
gaid. “The kide were raised with the
Barracuda. | love how well it runz with
=0 many miles. Mever any problems at
all. We've taken many long tripe in i,
yet the Baracuda hae never failed ue.
Mever. The miles just goon and on. Fa
car iz solid to begin with, proper care
will make it last a very long tme.” B

AMSOIL Dealar Phil Garner {top photo) in
1968 when he bought hiz 1968 Barracuda.
It continuas to serve as his daily vehiche
{bottom picture) with the criginal engine.




